
Educational Highlights: In the course of my time here at the 
College of Charleston, I’ve studied the philosophy of literature, 
music, and aesthetics proper; undertaken an independent 
study on the ontology of art; and been funded for a summer 
research project. My research in this area culminated in a paper 
published in the College’s undergraduate journal, as well as a 
paper presented to the South Carolina Society of Philosophy 
Conference. I’ve also been a regular participant, and two time 
contributor, to Dr. Jonathan Neufeld’s “Aesthetics Work Group” 
where I’ve had the opportunity to debate art and its significance 
with the some of the brightest minds in the field, such as Lydia 
Goehr, Paul Taylor, and Theodore Gracyk.  More recently, 
I had the opportunity to present my work to the American 
Society of Aesthetics Eastern Conference in Philadelphia. I am 
furthermore quite proud to have written my bachelor’s essay 
under the direction of Dr. Larry Krasnoff on race, and racism, in 
the southern public sphere.

Research Focus or Project: I am ultimately working toward a PhD in philosophy, where I hope to use 
the intellectual tools of analytic philosophy to better understand the emerging politics of the 21st century, 
particularly, though not exclusively, as they pertain to art. I believe that by understanding art, we can come 
to better understand the social world in which it emerges. Specifically, I believe that by understanding the 
ontology of art, which is to answer the seemingly isolated question “What is an artwork?”, we actually gain 
a window into what “social entities” are, more generally. That is, we can peer into the often hidden processes 
of how communities form integrated and stable views of the world and how they use them to do important 
things like making claims, resolving disputes, enforcing norms, rights, and statuses.

Future Plans: Though my first priority is to pursue a PhD in philosophy, I am also quite interested in 
politics and law. I am currently looking into joint JD/ PhD programs to apply for in the fall.

HSS Scholar

Matt Rabon
Major: PhilosoPhy

 

This award presented by Jerold L. Hale, dean of the School of Humanities and Social Sciences, and the 
Department of Philosophy at the College of Charleston on the 6th day of May, 2016.




